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LOWCOUNTRY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Surrounded by God’s grace, we are a family of faith
joined together through Christ, offering meaning and
hope to all by the way we worship, serve and live.

10 Simmonsville Rd
Bluffton, SC 29910

Sunday, August 30, 2026
10:30am



Matthew 16:21-28
Jesus Foretells His Death and Resurrection

2IFrom that time on, Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to
Jerusalem and undergo great suffering at the hands of the elders and chief
priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be raised. >And Peter
took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, ‘God forbid it, Lord! This
must never happen to you.” 2But he turned and said to Peter, ‘Get behind
me, Satan! You are a stumbling-block to me; for you are setting your mind
not on divine things but on human things.’

The Cross and Self-Denial

24Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If any want to become my followers, let
them deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. *For those who
want to save their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake
will find it. 2°For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

27‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father,
and then he will repay everyone for what has been done. 2*Truly I tell you,
there are some standing here who will not taste death before they see the Son
of Man coming in his kingdom.’



Celebration of Worship
Sunday, August 30, 2026 — 10:30am

Silent Meditation — Dallin H. Oaks
"Following Christ is not a casual or occasional practice but a continuous
commitment and way of life that applies at all times and in all places."

Prelude This Is My Father's World arr. Joel Raney
Welcome and Announcements Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer
Call to Worship Pam Davis-Webb

One: The God of our ancestors calls us to worship.
All:  Praise the Lord!

One: Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
All:  Let us worship God!

*Hymn #309 Come, Great God of All the Ages
*Invocation Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer

Unison Prayer of Confession
Lord Jesus, You call us to follow You, yet we often choose comfort over
courage. You ask us to take up our cross, but we cling to our own way.
Forgive us for thinking as the world thinks, and for resisting the path that
leads to life. Renew our hearts, give us strength to follow, and teach us to
trust that in losing our lives for You, we will truly find them. Amen

Assurance of Pardon

Response Hymn #406 We Are Standing on Holy Ground**
We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around;
let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground.

(Children may leave for Kid’s Space)

Scripture Reading Matthew 16:21-28 (pg. 17)
Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sermon “Stumbling block!” Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer



*Affirmation of Faith Inspired by Matthew 16:21-28
I believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God, who chose the road of
suffering, rejection, and the cross, and who rose victorious on the third day.

I embrace His call to follow—denying myself, taking up my cross, and
walking in His footsteps—knowing that true life is found not in gaining the
world, but in giving all to Him.

I trust that His way is the way of the Kingdom, where sacrifice births victory,
humility brings honor, and obedience leads to everlasting joy.

By His grace, I will stand unashamed of Him and His words, living in faith
and hope until the day He returns in the glory of His Father with His angels.

*Gloria Patri # 581
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily
bread; and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the
power, and the glory, forever. Amen

*Hymn #215 What Wondrous Love Is This
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings and Change Can Make a Change

Offertory This I Pray by Heather Sorenson
Karen Ball, soloist, pianist

*Doxology

*Prayer of Dedication

*Hymn #692 Spirit, Open My Heart
*Benediction
*Postlude Praise to the King arr. Josh Ring

* Those who are able, please stand.



**Holy Ground - Words and Music by Geron Davis
Copyright 1983 Meadowgreen Music Company - Used by Permission CCLI
License #180961

Please remember with your prayers:
Jerri Hanna  Wendy MacCarthy Joan Walker
Judy Wells Pat Woodard

The flowers today are to the Glory of God,
given by Susan Fearon in loving memory of Jim Fearon.

Rev. Johnson is on study leave. He will return to the office September 3",

Welcome to worship! All visitors are welcome to LPC where we seek to love
and serve Christ. Let us know of your visit using the visitor card in the pew rack
and dropping it in the offering basket. Care for infants through 6 years old during
worship is provided in the nursery. Activity bags for elementary age children are
available in the Narthex.

Friendship Pads - We extend a warm welcome to everyone worshiping with us
today, and invite you to sign the friendship pad in your pew. Please include your
name and contact information you’d like to share. After signing, pass the pad along
and greet those around you. After all have signed, return it to its original place,
remove the signed sheet and place it in the offering basket during the offertory.

Adult Sunday Class meets in the parlor at 9:15am.

Hospitality- Hosts needed for September 13! If you are not a baker, goodies
can be purchased. We also have a number of people who bake. Please sign up this
Sunday, August 30.

LPC will again participate in the Backpack Buddies program at Red Cedar
Elementary beginning September 1st. For those interested in volunteering,
please plan to arrive at the school at 3:10pm. Mark your calendars for the rest of
the school year: November 4th, January 5th, March 2nd, and May 4th. For more
info call Sandy Benninger 248-756-6666.



August Change Can Make a Change - Medical Benevolence Foundation (MBF).
LPC has supported this mission since the church’s early years financially and
participating in a mission trip to Haiti in 2015. Dedicated to equipping and fortifying
the medical ministries of local churches in underserved regions worldwide, MBF
works in partnership with its international partners as they take on the responsibility
of overseeing mission hospitals, clinics, and nursing schools. MBF’s unwavering
commitment is to provide these medical ministries with the necessary support to
enhance healthcare services within their communities and lay the foundation for
sustainable growth, ultimately enabling individuals to break free from the cycle of
poverty. For more information visit mbf.org.

The Tuesday Bible Study “Testimony of Faithful Witnesses in the Bible” will
conclude this Tuesday at 1:00pm in the parlor. A new bible study will begin in
September. Watch the bulletins and e-bast for more information.

Grief Support group will meet following worship September 6th in the
children’s classroom.

Our recent graduate, Emear Smith, is attending Appalachian State University.
If you would like to send him a note, his address is: ASU Box 10448, 614
Howard Street, Boone, NC 28608.

Women of Faith invites all women to join us as we begin a new season together
September 8th and continue our journey through A Year of Biblical Womanhood by
Rachel Held Evans. We’ll pick up our exploration of the questions that have
challenged and inspired Christian women for generations: What does biblical
womanhood really mean? What can Scripture teach us about living faithfully as
women today? How do ancient teachings speak into our modern lives? Whether
you participated last year or are joining for the first time, you are
welcome. Women of Faith 1s open to all LPC women, friends, and visitors. We
meet on the second Tuesday of each month at 11:00am 1n the Parlor for
fellowship, discussion, and spiritual growth in community. We look forward to
gathering again on September 8th as we continue this meaningful study together.
Participants are asked to:

eRead pages 174-200 prior to the September meeting

eBring a small object from home that reflects who you are or holds personal

meaning for you.
Contact Pam Davis-Webb (psdw44(@gmail.com) or Venus Holland
(reidholland@gmail.com) for more information.



mailto:psdw44@gmail.com
mailto:reidholland@gmail.com

Chancel Choir is soon beginning rehearsals. All singers are welcome to join
this choir. No audition necessary. Hope to see new faces when we start
rehearsing. The first rehearsal will be Thursday, September 10th at 6:30pm in
the Sanctuary. We will sing on Sunday, September 13th. We also have a special
rehearsal scheduled for Saturday, September 19th with a rehearsal at 10:30am
followed by lunch at 12:30pm, provided by the choir.

Jubilate Ringers begin rehearsing on Tuesday, September 15th at 12:30pm in
the Sanctuary.

New Member Classes are scheduled for September 22 and 29, 4-6 pm. Have
you been visiting for a while and are now ready to join the LPC family OR would
you just like to know more about what membership means? If so, please sign up
on the bulletin board in the Narthex, on our website’s Events page or contact the
church office at office@lowcountrypres.org or 843-815-6570. The schedule may
be adjusted based on participant’s schedules. If you are interested, but this time
does not work for you, contact the office.

The Membership Ministry is sponsoring an indoor picnic on Sunday,
September 27th after church. Sandwiches from Jimmy Johns, sides, and
desserts will be served. Please indicate one of the following preferences: No
Preference - Vegetarian - Gluten Free, also indicate on the sign-up sheet (online
or in the Narthex) name, number coming, and sandwich preference. Cost is $10
per person at the door.

Flower Ministry: Do you like arranging flowers? The Flower Ministry is in
need of one or two people to rearrange the chancel flowers after the Sunday
service. These flowers are usually donated and then given to church members in
need of a little cheer, for various reasons, or in appreciation. This only requires
about 30 minutes of your time, once a month, immediately following the service.
Please contact Fran Parker at 843-757-8181 or frannieparker38@gmail.com to
volunteer.

E&EE LPC will again sponsor the Beaufort County Walk for

"-;%"-.. 1 Water October 3rd at 9 am at the Bluffton United Methodist
E‘Iﬂ} T Church "Backlot". Registration is free! Visit

walkforwater.com/beaufort to sign up and join the "LPC Water
Walkers” and get a free T-shirt by donating at least $25 to this important cause.
Contact: Don Hamburger at 843.729.7136 or donaldj.hamburger@gmail.com with
questions or visit watermission.org to learn more.



http://walkforwater.com/beaufort
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Your PNC has:
 Reviewed over 100 system matches
* Reviewed approximately 30 self-referral applicants
* Done extensive research on potential candidates

e Completed over 10 screening interviews and over 10 second interviews
over Zoom

 Had thorough in-person interviews with 2 candidates who were being
moved forward, but for various reasons, were not in God’s plans for us.

We are currently going through different avenues for our searches.
Thank you for your continued patience, support, and prayers.

LPC is an Earth Care Congregation!
Earth Care Tips:

Tips for surviving extreme heat

- Stay hydrated. You will use it more if you pick a cup or bottle with a color or
design you like.

- Avoid outdoor activity during the heat of the day (for you and your pets).

- If you do go outdoors, wear loose clothing and a wide-brimmed hat.

- Keep blinds or curtains closed when the sun hits your windows.

- Check on neighbors and friends.






LOWCOUNTRY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

10 Simmonsville Road
Bluffton, SC 29910

Church Office: (843) 815-6570
E-Mail: office@lowcountrypres.org
Web Page: www.lowcountrypres.org

Office hours: Mon-Thu: 8:30am-4:00pm;
Friday: 8:30am-Noon

STAFF

Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer, Transitional Pastor: daniel@lowcountrypres.org
Rev. David Johnson, Associate Pastor: reviohnson@lowcountrypres.org

Office/Christy James: office@lowcountrypres.org
Dr. Robin Lind, Music Director: rlind@lowcountrypres.org
Dr. Karen Ball, Organist—kball@olivet.edu

The Session

Class of 2026 Class of 2027 Class of 2028
Elaine Branda Jan Alpert Kathleen Casey
(843-816-2240) (843-837-2177) (732-740-7496)
Anne Redlus Sandy Iams Don Hamburger
(843-705-6373) (843-814-9078) (843-729-7136)

Bill Walker Eugenia Johnston Vicki Melton
(843-816-0884) (770-540-9488) (843-338-8735)

Pam Davis-Webb Patti Rozonkiewiecz

(607-215-2289) (630-841-1935)

Janit Maguire, Clerk
(845-527-6409)
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