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Surrounded by God’s grace, we are a family of faith  

joined together through Christ, offering meaning and  
hope to all by the way we worship, serve and live. 
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Matthew 14:13–21 
 

13 Now when Jesus heard this, he withdrew from there in a boat to a deserted 
place by himself. But when the crowds heard it, they followed him on foot 
from the towns. 14 When he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 
compassion for them and cured their sick. 15 When it was evening, the 
disciples came to him and said, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is now 
late; send the crowds away so that they may go into the villages and buy food 
for themselves.” 16 Jesus said to them, “They need not go away; you give 
them something to eat.” 17 They replied, “We have nothing here but five 
loaves and two fish.” 18 And he said, “Bring them here to me.” 19 Then he 
ordered the crowds to sit down on the grass. Taking the five loaves and the 
two fish, he looked up to heaven, and blessed and broke the loaves, and gave 
them to the disciples, and the disciples gave them to the crowds. 20 And all 
ate and were filled; and they took up what was left over of the broken pieces, 
twelve baskets full. 21 And those who ate were about five thousand men, 
besides women and children.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Celebration of Worship 
Sunday, August 2, 2026 – 10:30am 

 
 
Silent Meditation                                                                           — Kathy Calvin               

"Giving is not just about making a donation; it is about making a difference."                      
 

Prelude                         Lord, I Lift Your Name On High                 arr. Joel Raney                                            
 

Welcome and Announcements                                        Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 
 
Call to Worship                                                                                   Lori Higgins       

One: God meets us in our greatest need and satisfies us with divine presence 
and provision. 

All:  In gratitude, we have come to worship the Lord our God. 
 

*Hymn #393                  O Day of Rest and Gladness  
 

*Invocation                                                                        Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer 
  
Unison Prayer of Confession  

God of compassion, We want to hide from those who are hungry instead of 
trusting you and feeding them. We want those who need help to go 
somewhere else instead of helping them from your limitless supply of 
blessings to us. Forgive us, heal us, and help us to hold on to you. We call 
upon you, for you will answer us, O God, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen 
 

Assurance of Pardon  
 
Response Hymn #406    We Are Standing on Holy Ground** 

We are standing on holy ground, and I know that there are angels all around; 
let us praise Jesus now; we are standing in his presence on holy ground. 

 
(Children may leave for Kid’s Space) 

 
Presentation of Tithes and Offerings and Change Can Make A Change 

 
Offertory                                       Scars in Heaven                                   

Jim Wright, ukelele and Dale Nordby, guitar 
 



*Doxology 
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; Praise Him, all creatures here below;  
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 
 

*Prayer of Dedication                                                                         Rev. de Beer 
 
*Hymn # 498       Loaves Were Broken, Words Were Spoken 
 
Scripture Reading             Matthew  14:13–21 (pg. 15) 

Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.  
People:  Thanks be to God!  

 
Sermon                                 “… the real wonder”           Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer                                                                                        

 
*Affirmation of Faith                                              Based on Matthew 14:14–21 

We affirm that Jesus is the Lord of all creation, the source of abundant 
provision, and the one who meets the needs of His people with compassion 
and power. 
We believe that God’s provision is greater than our resources, and God 
multiples even the smallest offering to meet the needs of many. 
Because we hold in faith on to God’s provision, compassion and power to 
meet every need, we share as stewards of God gifts to us out of our 
abundance, ensuring nobody goes hungry as we affirm God’s love and care 
for the world. 

 
 *Gloria Patri # 581  

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost. As it was in 
the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen       

 
Communion                                                                        
  

Invitation to Communion    
Hymn of Preparation #460   Break Thou the Bread of Life   (v. 1)     
Communion Prayer 

Leader: May God be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
Leader: Lift up your hearts. 
People: We lift them to our God. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Holy One. 
People: It is right to give God our thanks and praise. 



Words of Institution and Invitation to the Table 
Distribution of the Elements*** 

Pastoral Prayer and the Singing of the Lord’s Prayer                        Rev. de Beer                 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen 

 
*Benediction                                                                                        Rev. de Beer 

 
*Postlude                                    Festival Postlude               by Clarence Kohlman                                                                                                 

 
 

*  Those who are able, please stand.  
 
**Holy Ground - Words and Music by Geron Davis 
Copyright 1983 Meadowgreen Music Company - Used by Permission CCLI 
License #1809613 
 
*** Communion by Intinction: As you come forward, use the side aisles as 
directed by an usher. Please take a piece of bread, dip it in one of the chalices; the 
first chalice is wine, the second, grape juice. If you prefer, take a packaged set 
when you come forward. Please return to your seat using the center aisle. If you 
are unable to come forward, tell an usher and a set will be brought to you. Gluten 
free bread is in the center of each tray and also available in gluten free packaged 
sets. 
 

~ ~ ~ 
 
 
Thank you to Jim Wright and Dale Nordby for the special music today. 
 
Welcome to worship! All visitors are welcome to LPC where we seek to love 
and serve Christ. Let us know of your visit using the visitor card in the pew rack 
and dropping it in the offering basket. Care for infants through 6 years old during 
worship is provided in the nursery. Activity bags for elementary age children are 
available in the Narthex. 
 
 
 



Please remember with your prayers: 
Jerri Hanna   Rev. David Johnson  Judy Wells   Pat Woodard 

 

The flowers today are to the Glory of God,  
given by Bill & Robyn Wilkey in loving memory of Sharon Sidoti. 

 
The Tuesday Bible Study using the book “Testimony of Faithful Witnesses in 
the Bible” by Rev. Dr. Broderick D. Belin meets Tuesdays at 1:00pm in the 
parlor and will continue through August 11th.  
 
Adult Sunday Class meets in the parlor at 9:15am. Next Sunday the lesson 
will be a topic from The Wired Word. 
 

August Change Can Make a Change is Medical Benevolence Foundation Medical 
Mission for the 21st Century. LPC has supported this mission since the church’s 
early years financially and participating in a mission trip to Haiti in 2015. Dedicated to 
equipping and fortifying the medical ministries of local churches in underserved 
regions worldwide, the Medical Benevolence Foundation (MBF) works in partnership 
with its international partners as they take on the responsibility of overseeing mission 
hospitals, clinics, and nursing schools. MBF’s unwavering commitmen t is to provide 
these medical ministries with the necessary support to enhance healthcare services 
within their communities and lay the foundation for sustainable growth, ultimately 
enabling individuals to break free from the cycle of poverty. 
 

Agape Summer Food Drive - Sunday August 9th - 11:30 am - 1:00 pm 
Please help us stock Agape’s shelves by bringing your food donations to LPC on 
Sunday, August 9th. Please drive through after worship and we will unload your 
vehicle. We look forward to seeing everyone and filling our cars with your 
generous donations! Most requested and needed items: 
apples and oranges            sweet and white potatoes and onions 
Maseca (flour to make tortillas)        dry and canned beans and rice 
canned fruit and vegetables     peanut butter and jelly 
canned chicken and tuna      baby food 
cereal, soup          pasta sauce and pasta 
If you have any questions or want to help, please contact Jan Catanese (248)766-
0402 or e-mail Jcatanese60@gmail.com. Thank you from the Mission Committee. 
 

Successful Back to School Supply Drive in June!  We collected 582 school items 
plus 104 backpacks for a total of 686 supplies donated by church members for 
Bluffton Back to School Days and Agape Family Life Center children in need.  In 
addition our June Change Can Make a Change collection of $3,051.00 was divided 
equally between the two non-profit organizations. Thank you so much for your 
amazing generosity making such a positive impact on our local children’s lives. 

mailto:Jcatanese60@gmail.com


Your PNC has been meeting almost weekly, going through dozens of 
applications and interviews.  We are committed to following the Holy Spirit's 
leading in finding the best Senior Pastor to lead this congregation.  We are deeply 
grateful for your prayers, encouragement, and patience throughout this time of 
transition. Your support strengthens us more than you know. 
As we continue this journey together, we ask for your ongoing prayers: 
• For our congregation and staff, as we navigate this time of change with grace 
and unity. 
• For the PNC, that we may listen well, discern wisely, and remain open to the 
Spirit’s guidance. 
• For our future Senior Pastor, whoever and wherever they may be, that God will 
prepare their heart even now for the ministry ahead. 
Thank you for walking with us in faith and hope. God is at work, and we trust 
that the right leader will come in God’s perfect timing. 
 
The S.T.E.P.S. Planning Team of our Charleston Atlantic Presbytery invite 
you to our annual STEPS event taking place on Saturday, August 29th at the 
Mount Pleasant Presbyterian Church. As people of faith, we have good news to 
share!  We develop our faith in many different ways and through many different 
acts. STEPS has learning opportunities for every ministry of the church. Join us 
and others from the congregations in our presbytery as we gather for this 
opportunity to share and enrich our faith through learning, worship, and 
fellowship. For more information and to register pick up a brochure on the 
counter in the Narthex or go to the Charleston Atlantic Presbytery website at 
https://capresbytery.org/. Ridesharing will be coordinated if you are interested, 
see the information on the bulletin board in the Narthex. For questions contact Bill 
Walker: kamwheeling@gmail.com or text 843-816-0884. 
 
SAVE THE DATE! LPC is again a proud sponsor of the Beaufort County Walk 
for Water on October 3rd at 9 am at the Bluffton United Methodist Church 
"Backlot". Registration is free! Visit walkforwater.com/beaufort to sign up and 
join the "LPC Water Walkers” and get a free   T-shirt by donating at least $25 to 
this important cause. Contact: Don Hamburger at 843.729.7136 or 
donaldj.hamburger@gmail.com with questions or visit watermission.org to learn 
more. 
 
 
 
 

http://walkforwater.com/beaufort
mailto:donaldj.hamburger@gmail.com
http://watermission.org/


LOWCOUNTRY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

10 Simmonsville Road  
Bluffton, SC 29910 

 

Church Office: (843) 815-6570      
E-Mail: office@lowcountrypres.org 
Web Page: www.lowcountrypres.org 

 
 

 

Office hours: Mon-Thu: 8:30am-4:00pm;  
Friday: 8:30am-Noon 

 
 

STAFF 
Rev. Dr. Daniel de Beer, Transitional Pastor: daniel@lowcountrypres.org  
Rev. David Johnson, Associate Pastor: revjohnson@lowcountrypres.org 

Office/Christy James: office@lowcountrypres.org 
Dr. Robin Lind, Music Director: rlind@lowcountrypres.org 

Dr. Karen Ball, Organist—kball@olivet.edu 
 

   
  

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Janit Maguire, Clerk 
(845-527-6409) 

 

Class of 2028 
 

Kathleen Casey 
(732-740-7496) 
Don Hamburger 
(843-729-7136) 

Vicki Melton 
(843-338-8735) 

Patti Rozonkiewiecz 
(630-841-1935) 

  
  

 
  
  
  
  

Class of 2027 
 

Jan Alpert 
(843- 837-2177) 

Sandy Iams 
(843-814-9078) 

 Eugenia Johnston 
(770-540-9488) 

 
 

  
  

  
 
  
  

  

Class of  2026 
   

Elaine Branda 
(843-816-2240)    

Anne Redlus 
(843-705-6373) 

Bill Walker 
(843-816-0884) 

Pam Davis-Webb 
(607-215-2289) 

  
  

 
  

 
  
  

The Session 
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